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The Chronosette-273 combines a full-featured AM/FM alarm clock radio 
with a cassette player. Special features include the following: 

Alarm - Wakes you by sounding a buzzer or playing the radio or 
cassette player. 

Snooze Timer - Silences the alarm and sets it to sound again in about 
9 minutes so that you can get a little extra sleep. 

Sleep Timer - Plays the radio or a cassette tape for up to 1 hour and 
59 minutes and automatically turns it off so that you 
can fall asleep as you listen. 

Battery Back-Up - Keeps the clock running for up to 8 hours in case of an 
AC power failure. 

Battery Sentinel - Lets you know when it is time to replace the back-up 

battery . 

Lighted Digital - Makes it easy to read the clock and other indicators. 

Display 

Dimmer - Lets you adjust the display to suit the room's 
lighting . 

Earphone Jack - Lets you connect an optional earphone for private 
listening . 
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CONNECTING TO AC POWER 

Plug the power cord into a standard AC outlet. The display flashes. 
INSTALLING A BACK-UP BATTERY 

To keep the clock running during an AC power failure, install a 9-volt 
battery. We recommend Radio Shack's Enercell battery (Cat. No. 23-583) . 

A fresh battery can keep the clock running for up to 8 hours. 

Notes: Do not use an alkaline battery. This prevents the battery 

sentinel from working properly. 

To prevent unnecessary drain on the back-up battery, install the 
battery after you plug in the AC power cord. 

Replace the battery when the BATTERY SENTINEL indicator lights. 

If the display flashes after an AC power failure, the battery is 
too low to run the clock. Replace the battery and reset the 
clock . 

The display does not light when the Chronosette-273 is operating 
from battery back-up power. 

If the alarm time occurs during the time the Chronosette-273 
is operating from battery back-up power, the alarm buzzer sounds 
or the radio plays for up to 10 minutes. (If the Chronosette-273 
is set to play a cassette tape at the alarm time, the buzzer 
sounds instead.) 

Follow these steps to install the back-up battery. 

1. Push the battery compartment cover's tab in the direction of the 
arrow, and remove the cover. 

2. Install the battery. 


3. Replace the cover. 
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SETTING THE CLOCK 

Follow these steps to set the clock: 

1. Press and hold down TIME. 

2. While holding down TIME, press and hold down or repeatedly press HOUR 
until the hour setting is correct. 

The PM indicator lights for PM hours. 

3. While holding down TIME, press and hold down or repeatedly press 
MINUTE until the minutes setting is correct. 

4. Release TIME. 

5. If desired, set the seconds as follows: 

a. Press and hold down SLEEP and ALARM SET. The minutes and seconds 
settings appear on the display. 

b. While holding down SLEEP and ALARM SET, press HOUR to reset the 
seconds to 00. (If the seconds setting is more than 30, the 
minutes setting advances by 1 . ) 

Or, while holding down SLEEP and ALARM SET, press and hold down 
MINUTE to stop the clock from advancing. When the displayed 
minutes and seconds setting is correct, release all three buttons. 
The clock display returns and the clock advances. 

ADJUSTING THE DISPLAY 

Set DIMMER for the desired display brightness. 

PLAYING THE RADIO 

Warning; To prevent possible hearing loss, turn VOLUME to its lowest 
setting before you turn on the radio. 

Follow these steps to listen to the radio. 


1. Set ON/OFF/AUTO/ALARM to ON. 



2. Set TAPE/RADIO to RADIO. 


3. Adjust VOLUME. 

4. Set AM/FM to select the band. 

5. Adjust TUNING to select the radio station. 

To turn off the radio, set ON/OFF/AUTO/ALARM to OFF. 

Note: The AM antenna is built-in. Adjust the radio's position for best 

AM reception. The power cord serves as an FM antenna. Fully 
extend the power cord for best FM reception. 

PLAYING A CASSETTE TAPE 

Warning: To prevent possible hearing loss, turn VOLUME to its lowest 

setting before you begin playing a cassette tape. 

Follow these steps to play a cassette tape. 

1. Pull open the cassette compartment door. 

2. Slide a cassette tape into the slot in the cassette compartment door. 
Be sure the cassette's open edge is facing up and the full reel is to 
the right. 

3. Set ON/OFF/AUTO/ALARM to ON. 

4. Set TAPE/RADIO to TAPE. 

5. Press PLAY to play the tape. 

6. Adjust VOLUME. 

To stop the tape, press STOP. The tape automatically stops when it 
reaches the end. 

To play the other end side of the cassette tape, remove and turn over 
the tape and load it again. 

To fast-forward the tape, press FAST-F. Press STOP to stop the tape. 
USING THE ALARM 


You can set an alarm so that the buzzer sounds or the radio or cassette 



player begins playing at a specified time. 

Follow these steps to set the alarm. 

1. Set ON/OFF/AUTO/ALARM to OFF. 

2. Press and hold down ALARM SET. The display shows the current alarm 
setting . 

3. While holding down ALARM SET, press and hold down or repeatedly press 
HOUR to set the hour. 

The PM indicator lights for PM hours. 

4. While holding down ALARM SET, press and hold down or repeatedly press 
MINUTE to set the minutes. 

5. Set ON/OFF/AUTO/ALARM as follows. 

ALARM-The buzzer sounds at the alarm time. 

AUTO- The radio or cassette player begins playing at the alarm time. 
Select the radio or cassette player as described below: 

To set the radio to begin playing at the alarm time, set TAPE/ 
RADIO to RADIO. 

To set the cassette player to begin playing at the alarm time, 
set TAPE/RADIO to TAPE. Then, load a cassette tape and press 
PLAY. 

At the alarm time, the alarm buzzer sounds or the radio or cassette playe 
plays for 1 hour and 59 minutes. To silence the buzzer or radio sooner, 
press ALARM SET. To turn off the cassette player sooner, press ALARM SET 
Then, press STOP. 

Note: When a cassette tape reaches the end, the tape automatically stops 

and the PLAY button automatically releases. 

To turn off the alarm so that it does not sound the buzzer, turn on the 
radio, or turn on the cassette player at the alarm time, set ON/OFF/AUTO/ 
ALARM to OFF. 

To view the current setting for the alarm time, press ALARM SET. 


USING THE SNOOZE TIMER 



To silence the alarm (buzzer, radio, or cassette player) and set it to 
sound again after about 9 minutes, press SNOOZE. 

You can use this feature repeatedly for up to about 1 hour and 59 minutes. 
After that, the alarm does not sound again until the next day at the 
specified alarm time. 

USING THE SLEEP TIMER 

You can set the radio or cassette player to play for up to 1 hour and 59 
minutes and automatically turn off. 

To play the radio, set TAPE/RADIO to RADIO. To play a cassette tape, set 
TAPE/RADIO to TAPE and press PLAY. 

To set the sleep timer, set ON/OFF/AUTO/ALARM to OFF, AUTO, or ALARM. 

Then, set the playing time. 

For a playing time of 59 minutes or less, do the following: 

1. Press and hold down SLEEP. 

2. While holding down SLEEP, repeatedly press MINUTE until the display 
shows the desired minutes setting. 

3. Release SLEEP. 

For a playing time of 1 hour or more, do the following: 

1. Press and hold down SLEEP. 

2. While holding down SLEEP, press and release HOUR. The display shows 
1:59. 

3. While continuing to hold down SLEEP, repeatedly press MINUTE until 
the display shows the desired minutes setting. 

4. Release SLEEP. 

Note: Each time you press SLEEP, the sleep timer resets to 59 minutes 

(0:59) . 

The radio or cassette player automatically turns off after the specified 
play time. To turn off the radio sooner, press SNOOZE. To turn off the 
cassette player sooner, press STOP. 



Notes: If the tape reaches the end before the specified play time is up, 

the tape automatically stops and the PLAY button automatically 
releases . 

If the specified play time is up before the tape reaches the end, 
the tape stops but the PLAY button does not release. As soon 
as possible, press STOP to release the PLAY button. This helps 
protect the tape-handling parts. 

CONNECTING AN EARPHONE 

To listen privately, plug an earphone (not supplied) with a 1/8-inch plug 
into the EAR jack. This automatically disconnects the built-in speaker. 

Warning: Do not listen at extremely high volume levels, especially 

when listening through an earphone. Extended high-volume 
listening can cause permanent hearing loss. 
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The Chronosette-273 is an example of superior design and craftsmanship. 

The following suggestions will help you care for your Chronosette-273 so 
that you can enjoy it for years. 

Keep the Chronosette-273 dry. If it does get wet, wipe it dry 
immediately. Liquids can contain minerals that corrode the electronic 
circuits . 

Use and store the Chronosette-273 only in normal temperature 
environments. Temperature extremes can shorten the life of electronic 
devices and distort or melt plastic parts. 

Handle the Chronosette-273 gently and carefully. Dropping it can 
damage circuit boards and cases and can cause the Chronosette-273 to 
work improperly. 

Keep the Chronosette-273 away from dust and dirt, which can cause 
premature wear of parts. 

Wipe the Chronosette-273 with a dampened cloth occasionally to keep 
it looking new. Do not use harsh chemicals, cleaning solvents, or 
strong detergents to clean your Chronosette-273. 

Use only a fresh battery of the recommended size and type. Always 
remove an old or weak battery. It can leak chemicals that destroy 
electronic circuits. 

Modifying or tampering with the Chronosette-273 ' s internal components 
can cause a malfunction and might invalidate its warranty and void 
your FCC authorization to use it. If your Chronosette-273 is not 
performing as it should, take it to your local Radio Shack store where 
our personnel can assist you. 
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Frequency Coverage: . . . . 

Intermediate Frequency: 

Power Output: 

Power Supply: 

Earphone Jack: 

Speaker : 

Dimensions : 

Weight : 


AM: 530-1710 kHz 

FM: 88-108 MHz 

AM : 4 55 kHz 

FM: 10.7 MHz 

500 mW (Maximum) 

120V AC, 60 Hz 

1/8 inch 

.3-inch, 8-Ohm, Ferrite Dynamic 
4 1/2 X 9 5/8 X 4 3/4inch (HWD) 
21b, 6oz. 





Nominal 

Limit 

Frequency Coverage 



*87-109 MHz 

88-108MHZ 

(IF Freq. 10.7 MHz) 





Usable Sensitivity 

90 MHz 


16 microV 

24 microV 

(S/N 30 dB) 

98 MHz 


16 microV 

24 microV 


106 MHz 


16 microV 

24 microV 

Output Power (10% THD) 



4 00 mW 

300 mW 

FM S/N Ratio 



50 dB 

4 0dB 

(98 MHz 1 mV Input) 





Distortion 



1% 

3% 

(98 MHz 1 mV Input, 50 

mW output) 




Image Rejection Ratio 

(106 MHz) 


2 6 dB 

20 dB 

IF Rejection (90 MHz) 



60 dB 

50 dB 

Dial Calibration Accuracy 88 MHz 


- 

+/-1000 kHz 


108 MHz 


- 

+/-1000 kHz 

Frequency Coverage 



510-1750 kHz 

520-1720 kHz 

Sensitivity (max) 

600 kHz 


250 microV/m 

500 microV/m 

(IF Freq. 455 kHz) 

1000 kHz 


250 microV/m 

500 microV/m 


1400 kHz 


250 microV/m 

500 microV/m 

Usable Sensitivity 

600 kHz 


500 microV/m 

1000 microV/m 

(S/N 20 dB) 

1000 kHz 


500 microV/m 

1000 microV/m 


1400 kHz 


500 microV/m 

1000 microV/m 

Image Rejection Ratio 

(1400 kHz) 


40 dB 

32 dB 

IF Rejection (600 kHz 

) 


30 dB 

24 dB 

AM Output Power 



4 00 mW 

300 mW 

(10% Distortion, 5 mV 

Input, 1000 

kHz ) 



ACA 1000 kHz 



20 dB 

15 dB 

T.H. Distortion, 5mV Input, 1000 

kHz 

2% 

5% 

50 mW Output 





AGC Figure of Merit 



42 dB 

36 dB 

Dial Calibration Accuracy 540 

kHz 

- 

+/-20 kHz 



Power Requirements 


+/-80 kHz 


1600 kHz 

AC: 120 volts 60Hz, lOW 
220/240 volts 50Hz for European/Australian 
Models 

Note: Nominal specs represent the design specs. All units should be able 

to approximate these-some will exceed and some may drop slightly 
below these specs. Limit specs represent the absolute worst 
condition that still might be considered acceptable; in no case 
should a unit fail to meet limit specs. 

* European models must not be able to tune below 87.5 MHz. 
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